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Dearest Supporters of the TX House Early Childhood Caucus,

It’s hard to believe that we are already gearing up for the next legislative session! This
interim feels as if it has hardly been an interim. As we begin the process of looking
towards the next session, I want to reach out and give an update on what we’ve been
up to behind the scenes here at the Caucus and give you a sneak-peek of what we have
planned for the Fall leading up to the 88th Legislative Session.

For those of you who haven’t met me: my name is Emily Bourgeois. I was hired to stand
up the caucus as Executive Director a little over a year ago. I began my career in the
Legislature at the end of the 86th in Chairman Bernal’s office, where my legislative
portfolio centered on Medicaid and healthcare policy.

The first few months of my employment at the caucus was defined by deep
relationship- building. We all know that the network of advocates in Texas and
nationally is strong and this tireless group of folks spent a lot of time catching me up on
the things they’d accomplished and the myriad issues we still need to address on a
state and federal level. Coming from a staffer background, I wanted the caucus’ efforts
to hone-in on educational programming for the lesser- known folks under the dome.
This program was launched in July, with 25 offices stopping by to learn about the
caucus and our upcoming programming. We look forward to continuing the caucus’
“Lunch and Learn” convenings through the fall and into the next legislative session as
an integral part of our bi-partisan, data-driven approach to Early Childhood Policy.
Upcoming sessions include: demystifying the Early Childhood Intervention Program,
maternal and perinatal mortality, and a staff training on the Texans Care for Children
Kindergarten Readiness Dashboard. Additionally, we lobbied the Appropriations
committee for the direction of federal relief dollars towards Early Childhood priorities
with the help of Vice Chair of Appropriations, Mary Gonzalez’ Office.

In the coming months, I will be transitioning out of my role with the caucus.I promised
Chairman Bernal a year of relationship building, recruitment, and launching our
programming. Over the course of the next month, I will be working with Zack Cochran,
Rep. Bernal’s Chief of Staff, to find a full-time Executive Director for the upcoming
legislative session and beyond. During this time, we hope to continue to leverage our
existing partnerships to offer more opportunities for members to learn about best
practices in early childhood policy. In January, we will be offering member field visits to
diverse, quality PreK programs in the Austin metro area. The diversity of options in our
current PreK programs are a massive benefit for our kids and we want members to be
able to draw on these experiences for the rest of the session. We ultimately want
members and staff to build what they learn from visits, briefings, and lunch and learns
into their personal legislative agendas for next session and leverage the caucus
membership to advance priority Early Childhood legislation that works towards making
Texas the best state in the nation to raise a family.
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To maintain our work, we need your help. Initial fundraising efforts helped us launch
the caucus, including hiring me as a full-time staffer dedicated to caucus activities,
helped subsidize things like our lunch and learns, and some of the software costs
necessary for operations. Now, we’re looking forward to maintaining this level of
productivity and growing our programming for maximum efficiency. Every dollar helps.

If you prefer to donate to the caucus via physical check, checks can be sent to our
District Office at:

The Early ChildhoodCaucus 
c/o ChairmanDiego Bernal 
PO Box 12411
San Antonio, Texas, 78212

If you have any questions or just want to chat a bit more about how you can partner
with the caucus, don’t hesitate to reach out to txhouse.ecc@gmail.com.
To our friends and partners, thank you. 

Sincerely,

Emily J. Bourgeois
Executive Director, TexasHouse Early ChildhoodCaucus
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Madeline and Thomas Hedrick
Jerald and Emily Baldridge

Charles Butt Public Education PAC
T. and Susan Hardie

Founding Supporters
Thank you to our founding supporters who made this caucus possible!
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8 8 t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e s s i o n

RECOMMENDED CONTRIBUTION LEVELS
EC Caucus Partnerships run from the end of the veto period for the last regular legislative
session (June 20th, 2021) through the end of the next regular legislative session veto period
(June 18, 2023). Partnership contributions do not need to be paid through one contribution.
Any money given to the EC Caucus through contributions, sponsorships, or hosting events
during the biennium counts towards the partnership level. For instance, a partner who makes
a contribution of $5,000, sponsors an event for $2,500, and hosts an EC Caucus dinner for
$2,500 would be considered a Leadership Partner. All pledges must be fulfilled by December
10th, 2022. By law, the Caucus cannot accept contributions immediately before, during, or
immediately after a regular legislative session (December 11th, 2022 - June 18th, 2023).

EC Caucus Partnership Levels are suggestions. Corporations and organizations may decide
which level they best fit into. The levels are designed to make sure any organization can join as
a partner in a manner which is fair to their organization.

Cornerstone Partners $5,000
Cornerstone Partners are just that, cornerstones of the early childhood community.
They are national advocacy organizations, national childcare providers, charitable

foundations, philanthropists, and similar entities.

Leadership Partners $2,500
They are advocacy organizations, childcare providers, charitable foundations,

philanthropists, and similar entities. These partners have a large footprint across the
state, country, and world. 

Advocacy Partners $1,000
Advocacy Partners are entities that are focused on early childhood policy such as
industry associations, chambers of commerce, government relations groups, and

political committees. 

Community Partners $500
Community Partners are non-profit organizations that represent the greater early childhood

community and advocate for solutions that benefit the whole community. 
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Want to Join?

Have questions?

We have many ways to process contributions, and are happy to work within any
constraints you may have. If your organization does not have any major constraints, the
easiest option is to go to https://www.texashouseecc.com/join and fill out our form.

If you would prefer to mail a check, you can mail it to The Early Childhood Caucus c/o
Chairman Diego Bernal, PO Box 12411, San Antonio, Texas, 78212 along with the best
contact information for your organization.

If your organization needs an invoice or would prefer to use an internal payment system,
feel free to contact us and we will get you the information you need
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Reach out to our Executive Director, Zachary Cochran. Zachary will be happy to answer any 
questions you may have, or meet with your team to discuss how you can fit into the EC Caucus. 
Zachary can be reached at Zachary.Cochran@house.texas.gov or by calling the EC Caucus number 
at (512) 463-0532.

http://www.itcaucus.com/join



